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CS Lewis: Perelandra 
Analytical Reading Worksheet (part 2b-end) 

    

6. Distil the key propositions from the author’s most important sentences 

Find, highlight, and dissect the sentences whose meaning is either not immediately obvious or that are clear declarations of knowledge or opinion. 
These are the author’s propositions, the foundations that support their main arguments. A good way to spot these is to look for high concentrations 
of the terms that you gathered above. 

Once you’ve found them, puzzle away at these propositions until you can re-state them clearly in your own words. Alternatively, challenge yourself 
to exemplify the general truth they imply with a specific personal example. Both exercises will challenge you to show true understanding. 

Try your hand at this! Look for pages with lots of your keywords – try looking at what you marked in the book and what you entered into your 
Commonplace Book! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Find or build the author’s arguments from sequences of sentences 

Third, find or piece together the collections of sentences or paragraphs in the book that connect one or more propositions in support of a particular 
conclusion. These chains of logic are the author’s main arguments. 

To spot them, look for things the author states they must assume, can prove, or need not prove because they are self-evident; look for conclusions 
where you find reasons (and vice versa). 

You might not have anything here – or you might! Feel free to leave it blank J I think this will apply more to other types of books. 

 

 

 



9/14/21, Perelandra Readng worksheet part 2b to the end.docx 

This worksheet is not my own original work; it is a compilation of direct (yet revised) quotations from Mortimer Adler’s How to Read a Book,  https://theartofliving.com/how-to-read-a-book-summary/, and 
Yohan Sohn’s – MindMapper.. ~ Mrs. Boyum 

 

 

 

 

8. Decide which problems the author has, hasn’t, and knew they couldn’t solve. 

Finally, relate your analysis back to your observations from part I. What problems has the author solved? Which have they missed? Where did they 
know that they failed? 

You can also state what you think the author’s goal was (Rule 4 of X-Raying a book) 

 
Following this rigorous process of deconstruction will put you in an excellent place to tackle… Part 3 J 
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Part 3: "Is the book true, in whole or in part?” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Part 4: "But what of it?” ~ Significance/Response 
Why does the author think it’s important to know these things? Is it important that you know them? If the book has not just informed, 
but enlightened you, what should follow? Implications, applications, suggestions? 
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CS Lewis: Perelandra 
Book at a Glance 

Use what you did above and dump it into this chart. It will be a nice one-page document with your main take-aways from the book. 
 

Main theme or point of the book 

 
"But what of it?” ~ Significance/Response 

 

Key propositions  

 

Something you think is interesting that you want 
to remember 

 

 


